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Vince Reffet is one half of the Soul 
Flyers, a duo who have led the way 
in the world of aerial adventures for 
well over a decade. He is pretty much 
inseparable from his skydiving partner 
in crime Frédéric Fugen. Together 
they have led the way in the world of 
skydiving for over a decade and have 
consistently delivered extraordinary, 
gravity-defying feats.

'Flying man' Vince Reffet died in an 
accident during training, a spokesperson 
for Jetman said Dubai. 36-year-old Vince 
Reffet was known to have entered a 
mid-air plane in 2017, but also to have 
soared from the tallest tower in the world, 
the Burj Khalifa (828m) in Dubai, flying at 
alongside an Emirates A380 or alongside 
the Patrouille de France in 2016.

The exploits of the sportsman, a former 
member of the France skydiving team 
and associated for 20 years with Fugen 

(41), went viral at the start of the year, 
with a video of him taking off from the 
ground and taking off at 1,800 meters 
above sea level, a world first. To 
accomplish this feat, Vince Reffet was 
fitted with a carbon fiber wing powered 
by four mini jet engines. Controlled by 
the human body, the equipment enables 
the Jetman to reach speeds of 400 km / 
h, hover, change direction and perform 
loops.

From an early age, both boys were 
introduced to the multidimensional 
aerial world, as both their parents were 
veteranmed their supremacy in the sport 
by winning gold at two further World 
Championships in 2006 and 2008. In 
fact, the duo remained utterly unbeaten 
between 2004 and 2009. In that time, 
they have also proven adept at BASE-
jumping, canopy piloting, extreme 
landings, wind tunnel skydiving, wingsuit 
flying and speed riding.

As well as their phenomenal 
feats, both athletes have had 
a number of film and television 
roles and now mentor other elite 
skydivers who hope to one day 
become half as good as them! 
In 2015, Reffet also became a 
protégé of 'Jetman' Yves Rossy, 
when he was invited to fly like 
a superhero in a twin formation 
flight with the Jetman jet-
powered wings, soaring up to 
200kph over the Burj Khalifa, 
The Palm Jumeirah and the Liwa 
desert.

Jetman Dubai spokesperson Abdallah 
ben Habtour spoke of "a talented 
athlete, and a much loved and respected 
member of our team." Many hail a 
"legend", a "source of inspiration", a 
"modern superhero"

Tribute to the flying man, Vince Raffet
The world of extreme sports pays tribute to Vince Reffet, Jetman flight died 

in an accident during Dubai training. November 17
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STYLE                                                                  
Things are moving in Germany

BERLIN

PUNKS : 
beauty of uglyness ?

Punk fashion has been widely 
commercialized, and well-
established fashion designers 
-  l ike Anna Sui ,  Viv ienne 
Westwood and Jean Paul 
Gaultier - have introduced 
punk  e lements  in to  the i r 
collections very often.
The impetuous ugliness.
To enhance a new aesthetic, 
the Punks pierced parts of 
their faces with safety pins, 
their clothes were torn, and 
guitarists boasted that they 
only  had to  master  three 
chords. Punk is rooted in New 
York rock, but the movement 
really took off in London in the 
1970s. The economic crisis, 
the English class system and 
the Cold War affected many 
adolescents. The old hippies 
had become public servants, 
and most young people made 
their careers and consumerism 
their main goals in life. Not 
the punks. From the 90s their 
style was incorporated into 
pop culture and thus became 
attractive to the masses.

SWING dance 1930s.

It is a real snub to Hitler that the 
rebellious teenagers made with 
this revival of jazz music, their 
"wild" dances and their "Swing 
Heil".

But its black American roots, 
foreign character, and lack of 
restraint from more traditional 
German band music also made 
jazz a perfect expression of 
generational alienation and 
political provocation. 
From 1937, jazz music and 
records  by  ce r ta in  a r t i s t s 
were banned. During the war, 
Germans were prohibited from 
listening to music on foreign 
radio stations. The problem was 
that jazz was difficult to regulate, 
just like teenagers.

These young people  were 
de l iberate ly  apol i t ica l  and 
defying the prohibitions was a 
youthful provocation. Over time, 
however, bans on Swing and 
Jaz had increased, and raids 
forced rebel parties to move 
into small apartments. But the 
Nazis stopped more and more 
enthusiasts to re-educate them 
in the labor camps.

VISUAL KEI : 
( ヴ ィ ジ ュ ア ル 系
; Vijuaru Kei). 
a Japanese musical movement 
and popular subculture.

In the 80s, Western artists like 
David Bowie and Kiss managed 
to reach the Japanese street 
r o c k  s c e n e .  S o o n  a f t e r, 
the visual kei groups were 
celebrating their biggest hits 
to date, getting fans to mimic 
their dress style and makeup. 
Indeed, artists put on makeup, 
have elaborate hairstyles and 
costumes, usually associated 
with an androgynous aesthetic.

T h e  t r e n d  f o r  v i s u a l  k e i 
enthusiasts reflects pride in 
their own uniqueness through 
the uniform appearance of 
Japanese manga. 
For many young Japanese, 
however, e-costumes are first 
and foremost about escape: an 
escape from the very orderly 
daily life in Japan, which does 
not particularly tolerate non-
compliance.

K-POP : 'Korean-Pop' 
(or Korean popular culture) 
is the musical style that has 
conquered the planet: dress 
fashion, skin care, makeup, 
lifestyle ... etc.

Stylized waves and
metrosexual boy haircuts in a 
range of colors can be changed 
to suit all face and body types.

K-Pop encompasses pop, as 
the name suggests, but also 
rock, R&B, hip-hop and rap, to 
name just the most popular.

BTS is today the largest male 
musical group in the world. 
At the top of the charts, setting 
listening and audience records, 
they are currently continuing 
their world tour. Since their 
debut in 2013, the seven-
member group - RM, Jin, Suga, 
J-Hope, Jimin, V, and Jung 
Kook - have surpassed the 
limits of traditional K-pop acts.

 But  i t  is  a lso the i r  many 
devoted followers, known as 
“ARMY”, that help keep them 
trendy on social media and 
YouTube.

Young people have little experience and 
all the more enthusiasm for new fashion 
and the cultural trend which often 
arouses creativity and upheavals. To 
find each other, adolescents are already 
forming groups, thus creating a new 
identity, a new style of their time.

T h e  m o s t  p r o n o u n c e d  G e r m a n 
cul tura l  value is  the performance 

orientation. German cultural practices 
are  charac ter ized  by  h igh  leve ls 
o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  a v o i d a n c e ,  a n d 
assertiveness, as well as low levels of 
human orientation.

A "hard on the issue, hard on the person" 
leadership approach seems to explain 
Germany's economic achievements 
in the second half of the 20th century. 

However, this does not appear to be 
a promising approach to meeting the 
challenges of the 21st century. Is Berlin's 
societal, organizational and leadership 
culture prepared for adaptive change? 

A leadership approach that is “hard on 
the issue, soft on the person and 'flexible' 
digital seems to be a good recipe for 
Berlin's resilience.

Ô november 2020 www.onomad.club 
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City of Digital Art

End of Identity, Human Morality
BERLIN

Coming years later, around 500,000 
people were celebrating Berlin Gay Pride, 
filling the city streets with mirth.
This makes it the biggest pride parade 
in Germany and one of the biggest in 
Europe. Following the initiative of gay 
bathers and clubbers Super Paradise 
Beach in Mykonos, Greece, Berlin has 
become one of Europe's premier gay and 
party destinations.

Passionate about extravagant parades, 
I have been to Berlin several times and, 
each time I arrive, I am captivated by 
the multiple bodily expressions and the 
collective joy. It has become such a part of 
my emotional and sentimental frame that I 
can no longer forget the vitality of all these 
peoples together. I don't think we have 
anything in other European cities to match 
this Berlin jubilation.
 
It was a great compensa- 
tion to discover that Berlin 
is ultimately not the city 
reserved for billionaires, 
bourgeois, philosophers 
a n d  w i s e  m e n  t h a t  I 
imagined, disappointed in 
Europe.

With Berlin Gay Pride, commonly known 
as Berlin CSD, its gay parties and events 
all over the creative capital, people really 
enjoy everything: movie screenings, pride 
parties by boat ... Arriving in Berlin with an 
open mind and festive, visitors will not be 
disappointed throughout their stay.
Due to the coronavirus - Covid-19 which 
currently affects all European countries, 

Berlin Pride 2020 took place online, on 
July 25, with the motto: "Don't Hide Your 
Pride", which was voted by the local 
community

The Nazi Party itself had declared itself 
anti-gay with great zeal. Once in power, 
the Nazis murdered thousands of men 
for the "crime" of male-to-male sex. The 
small faction of gay fascists even hired 
their erotic relations services to manly and 
“Aryan” soldiers, while loathing feminists, 
Jews and leftists. By the 1990s, the Pride 
Marches had sparked more controversy 
in mi l i tant c irc les. They have been 
criticized as being too commercial, too 
male-dominated, too devoid of a broader 
left and center political agenda, and 
insufficiently inclusive of people of color 
- if not outright racist and Islamophobic. 
Alternative protests have erupted, such as 
Alternative Pride in Berlin and Dyke March 
in New York.

People l ike me have gone to Berl in 
expecting everyone to be dressed in hats 
and wearing jeans and slippers without 
carrying the bags or sunglasses of luxury 
brands. The positive and festive side of 
the parade is that the rituals and festivals 
are fully integrated into Berlin social life 
and part of how locals have fun, which 
they excel at.

Since the first Berlin Pride or Christopher 
Street Day (CSD), in 1979, Berlin has 
become famous. The aim was to promote 
the visibility of LGBTQ in the city, and 
in Germany as a whole, and to mobilize 
for equal rights and the fight against 
discrimination based on sexual orientation.                

By Kwon Hyong-jin

The long weekend drive to Berlin, after an 
absence of the past five years.

Driving by car for 12 hours away, between 
Paris (one night in Dortmund) and Berlin 
ended the journey at our first meeting, on 
Sunday afternoon, September 6, with Mr. 
LU, a Chinese expat.
As I followed the path from the
Kurfürstendamm to the Brandenburg Gate, 
I remembered my third visit in 1997. That 
year the 'Gay Pride Berlin' parade ended 
with a lively concert which had welcomed 
special guests and was held until midnight.

Mr. LU holds a "Blue Card" residence card 
from IT programmer enthusiast.
It is not uncommon to meet Asian expats 
in Berlin speaking several languages. 
At Ama café, Dorotheenstrasse, he 
talks about his recent career focusing 
on intelligent mobility and autonomous 
fleet management. Born in Beijing, Mr. 
LU studied in California and lived in the 
United States, United Kingdom, Brazil, 
Switzerland, France and Germany and 
has traveled to over 45 countries.
Speaking English, French and basic 
Japanese (which he learned in California), 
this single “Blue Card” holder doesn't have 
a stereotypical Chinese face. He is more of 
a cosmopolitan character, a “just arrived” 
who speaks a little bit German. He wants 
to bring his parents from China to settle 
in Germany. While seeking security, he 
wants them to benefit from his advantage 
of obtaining permanent residence for life 
after 21 months of presence on German 
territory. https://www.citinavi.net/skydog-
eu-blue-card

GAY PRIDE : BERLIN, 1997

In June 1997, accompanied with an 
english tea merchant, we spent three 
nights in downtown Berlin where discos 
were in fu l l  swing al l  n ight  long to 
celebrate “Gay Pride 1997”. At the hotel 
where we stayed, neighbors of our room 
were a father and a son from Wimbledon, 
both accountants, who came to Berlin 
because they understood that, even taking 
into account the price of the plane ticket, 
it was more profitable to consume the 
craft beers for a week in Berlin than in 
London. Outside of the Berlin “pubs”, they 
spent their whole days walking around. 
The sidewalks were strewn with cigarette 
butts and beer cans. However, I enjoyed 
the various beer aromas and the “haxel”, 
cooked pig's trotters.
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DIGITAL 
END OF IDENTITY

BERLIN
 <=PAGE p.5

The effect of technological change is 
consistently overestimated in the short 
term and underestimated in the long term. 
Over the past two decades, the way ideas 
are fought and disseminated in public has 
changed dramatically. As a participant in 
numerous conferences and public debate 
forums over the past two decades, I have 
seen positive aspects.

Having debated ideas in conference halls 
of various countries, academics, governors 
and European commissions in Brussels, I 
observe that the style of public debate has 
changed. Today, wherever you are in the 
world, even if you are young, intelligent, 
ambitious Internet user connected in an 
emerging country province, you can be at 
the forefront of the challenges of your time 
as much as anyone living in a megalopolis. 
Google and Elon Musk continue to cover 
the world with satell ites and internet 
balloons, and exploring our planet today is 
an almost limitless adventure.

During dialogues with African students 
at the Berlin café on Dorotheenstrasse, 
I was surprised by their intelligence and 
knowledge of the world. Young Africans 
were watching K-dramas on YouTube and 
trying to speak a few Korean words, and 
I was struck again in the discussion that 
followed that nothing about his geographic 
location in Africa hampered knowledge of 
the South and North Korean conflict, on 
the construction and fall of the Berlin Wall 
1961-1989, on current events in the world 
and the new geostrategic challenges of the 
globalized world. It was exactly the same 
level of debate we would have had if we 
had had an exchange on a BBC Hard set 
with a global history professor Oxford or a 
debate at Harvard University.

It is a remarkable thing. The 
multicultural colors of Berlin 
do not insist on a tricolor 
identity of German belonging.

Since Ber l in became the 
reunified capital of East and 
West by the fall of the Berlin 
Wall on November 9, 1989, 
Korea has also aspired to 
a reunification of the North 
(Communist) and the South 
(Democratic) and preparing 
to  face  the  upheaval  o f 
communism in the North in 
the coming years. 

                          *     *     *
Every summer, hundreds of thousands of 
people around the world join Gay Pride 
Marches in cities large and small. In many 
cities, the pride marches are controversial. 
In some - like Moscow - they are even 
banned. But for many people in North 
America, parts of Europe, Latin America 
and elsewhere, attending the local pride 
march has become a mundane summer 
ritual. So there are still good reasons 
to keep walking. Few countries in the 
world have strong protections for gay and 
transgender rights.

On International Women's Day, March 8, 
2018, thousands of citizens gathered and 
marched through Berlin city center. The 
march had taken on the appearance of a 
festival. The citizens jerked around to the 
sound of techno music playing from the 
truck in front of the demonstrators. Lim Da-
hye, a young Korean, was also in the truck. 
While dancing, Lim held a microphone and 
promoted the Comfort Women issue.

The issue of  comfor t women, 
victims of the Japanese military, 
was not solemnly taken into 
account.

The Korea Verband, a local civic group 
linked to Korea that oversaw the installation 
of  the statue of  a Korean gir l ,  a lso 
communicated with the local community 
regarding this symbolic representation, 
and carried out educational activities on 
the issue of comfort. Japanese military and 
female victims, with local school students.

The reason the Korean Council  was 
confident in its solidarity with more than 
40 local civic groups and local citizens 
amid the demolition order was due to the 
accumulation of these activities.

The Korean Council and other bodies 
have stressed that the issue of comfort 
women in the Japanese military is an 
international and universal human 
rights issue.
T h e  s a m e  w a s  t r u e  o f  t h e  1 3 t h 
demonstrations. The anti-Japanese 
protesters did not come out, and in 
a friendly atmosphere, they logically 
criticized the decision of the District 
Mite Ward Office.

"Comfort Women"
The statue of three Chinese, Korean 
and Filipino girls standing hand in hand

The Japanese government called on Lee, 
SF mayor, not to accept the statue after 
the U.S. city council passed the motion. 
Fol lowing Lee ' s  assessment ,  Osaka 
Mayor Hirofumi Yoshimura said he plans 
to complete procedures to dissolve the 
sister city's twinning with San Francisco 
in December 2017. “I understand that the 
ties between sister cities are based on a 
strong relationship of trust, so I believe our 
relationship of trust has ended,” Yoshimura 
said in a statement.

The statue - three Chinese, Korean and 
Filipino girls standing hand in hand - was 
erected in San Francisco's Chinatown in 
September by a local private organization, 
as a memorial honoring those who have 
been called "comfort women."
Other Comfort Women memorials in the 
United States include a statue in Glendale, 
Southern California, and a memorial in the 
state of Virginia.

Osaka and San Francisco formed twin city 
ties in 1957, initiating high school student 
exchanges and other programs. The mayor 
of Osaka had warned that if San Francisco 
accepted the statue, it would damage 
their relationship of trust. Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe said earlier that it was 
"extremely regrettable" that the San Francisco 
assembly accepted the statue.(Kyodo news)

SAN FRANCISCO

      Berlin's public 
space is one that 
shares ideas, 
intelligence and the 
historical anguish 
of the world of 
interconnectivity 
with the assimilated 
community of 
immigrants, expats, 
refugees" 

,,
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Do the two statues of 
Ron Mueck  'lady with 
shopping' and 'chicken - 
man' evoke human anti-
violence?

Human to their fingertips, the miniature 
or giant creatures created by Australian 
a r t i s t  Ron  Mueck  a t  t he  Ca r t i e r 
Foundation in Paris are astonishingly 
realistic.

A former model maker and puppeteer 
for children's television and films, Ron 
Mueck has been creating art sculptures 
since 1996. Using resin, fiberglass, 
silicone and many other materials, Mueck 
constructs hyperrealistic likenesses of 
human beings while playing with ladder. 
During my visit to the Fondation Cartier, 
these works reminded me of human anti-
violence, the violence of human reality. 
This cruel social question was revealed 
by the realistic paintings of Gustave 
Courbet at the end of the 19th century 
contrary to ideal beauty.

Contemporary art remains an object 
presented to the public and is subject to 
personal interpretation and perception by 
spectators at museums, public spaces 
by excellence. Without any trace of any 
particular identity, these hyperrealistic 
sculptures are the reflection of reality of 
our human species.

We live in the digital age and we are 
bombarded with information by the 
Internet, information without any identity 
but digital is also a spokesperson without 
words. On the other hand, statues, works 
of art in public spaces, give us words 
that boost immunity in our heart and in 
our lungs to maintain human morality.

The German art world has also placed 
emphasis on the freedom of artistic 
expression, an additional necessary 
force. In an October 12 statement, the 
Berlin Artists' Association stressed that 

“art works in public spaces should 
not be demolished under pressure 
from others, governments, this time 
by the Japanese government ”. In 
the academic world, faculty members 
from the Berlin Freedom University, 
the University of Tübingen and the 
University of Leipzig have participated 
in the campaign against the demolition 
of this statue, and both in the press than 
in the political world, have criticized the 
decision of the Mitte Ward Office.

In an article for the 13, the daily 
Berliner Chaitung criticized the logic 
of Mite Ward's office and castigated 
its "I will not take sides in the historic 
dispute between countries", stating: 
"If that is your logic, the colonial era 
of imperialism and the Holocaust 
(Nazi massacre), we shouldn't even 
remember the construction of the 
Berlin Wall.

I f  the Mi t te Ward Off ice does not 
understand the freedom of art and the 
freedom of expression of art, won't Berlin 
allow the caricature on the politics of the 
German Chancellor? Do German citizens 
no longer tolerate anti-Trump humor on 
TV shows and Canteloup's comedy on 
Macron as well ...?

A l i fe-size bronze f igure of 
a  b a r e fo o t  g i r l  we a r i n g  a 
traditional Korean dress in Berlin

'Comfort Woman'
Korean women forced to donate 
their bodies to the Japanese 
Army during World War II.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  K o r e a -
Verband, the statue was built to 
commemorate the 200,000 girls 
and women from 14 countries 
and regions, known as "comfort 
women," who were sexually 
ens laved  by  the  Ja panese 
military during World War II. 
(Xinhwa)

Berlin's district office, Mitte, 
revoked the permit for the statue 
which caused a "politically 

and historically charged and 
complex conflict between two 
states," which was not suitable 
to be dealt with in Germany, 
the district of fice said in a 
statement.

The Korea-Verband had filed for legal 
protection with the administrative court, 
allowing the statue to stand until the 
court's “basic assessment” is available.
"We will take this time to re-weigh in 
depth our own arguments as well as the 
arguments of all the actors involved in 
this complex conflict," said Stephan von 
Dassel, Mayor of the Mitte district.

Behind England, the Korean diaspora in 
Germany, 32,000 strong and growing for 
years, remains the second in Western 
Europe. The 5,100 Korean nationals 
and expats in the Mitte district of Berlin, 
with a migratory flow that began in 1963, 
are they still foreigners and, therefore, 
without a local spokesperson?
Well, Berlin is considered as a model 
city of resilience in Europe by highly 
educated expats in IT, Art, research and 
advanced technologies ...

The German newspaper also criticized 
the historical facts about the comfort 
women of the Japanese army, stating: 
"To date, the Japanese government 
has refused to discuss the issue of 
responsibility for war and sexual 
violence, and is described as a full 
victim ". Janik Han, head of the Mitegu 
branch of the Social Democratic 
Party, an axis of the Berlin coalition 
government, said in an interview with 
Tageschaitong on the 13th:
"The statue of the girl  made an 
important contribution to the issue of 
sexual violence against women during 
the war."

Pressure from the Japanese government 
and the demolition order from the lobby 
highlighted the problem of Japanese 
military comfort women in Berlin civil 
society and even encouraged Japan's 
bad attempt to cover up the past. Mitte 
Ward Off ice ended up putt ing the 
demolition of this statue on hold for a 
period of one year. Is Berlin focusing on 
making better use of its best weapons 
to freely express art instead of constant 
repair?

Sex slave statue enjoys
 the right and moral equality to tell! 

SKYDOG BERLIN
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It is said that there are about twenty 
countries to which the Japanese military 
applied the policy of sexual slavery under 
the litotic term of "Comfort Woman" 
during World War II. However, this 
figure is revised by a Dutch investigative 
journalist, Griselda Molemans: who 
instead counts 35 countries / states. 
According to its work, around 500,000 
w o m e n  h a v e  b e e n  v i c t i m s  o f  i t 
worldwide1.

The countries / states that were listed 
(in alphabetical order) according 
to  h is  searches are:  Austra l ia , 
B o u g a i n v i l l e  &  B u k a ,  B r u n e i , 
Cambodia, China, East Timor, France, 
French Polynesia, Germany, Great-
Britain, Hong Kong, Hungary, India & 
Andaman-Nicobar islands, Indonesia, 
Italy, Kiribati, Laos, Macau, Malaysia & 
Sabah and Sarawak, Myanmar, Nauru, 
The Netherlands, North Korea, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Portugal, Russia, Singapore, South 
Korea, Spain , Taiwan, Thailand, 
Vietnam, USA & Guam
.
Recall that the existence of Comfort 
Women was first disclosed in 1991 by 
South Korean KIM Hak-Sun. Then many 
testimonies of women who followed the 
same atrocity followed one another.
In Dutch India, Dutch, Eurasian (Dutch-
Indonesian) and indigenous women 
were abused, this remained in blind 
spot for research. The first woman to 
reveal these facts is Jan Ruff O’Herne, 

Australian of Dutch origin, born in 1923 
and died in August 2019. She broke the 
silence about her atrocious past a year 
after KIM Hak-Sun was revealed. She 
described her story under the title of 'A 
Silence of 50 Years' from which a film of 
the same title was taken.

Between 350 and 500 women have 
been listed as victims in Indonesia, 
Dutch colonial land.
During this revelation by O’Herne, 
the Dutch government conducted 
a minimalist census and most of 
the documents were classified as 
"not publicly available" in order to 
avoid any conflict with Japan. These 
documents were not accessible until 
2026. Avoiding the claim of any kind of 
war pension by the victims, who were 
Dutch nationals in colonial times, and 
maintaining a good relationship with 
Japan without trade disputes were 
more important than the rights and 
dignity of these victims.
 
Molemans who had doubts about the 
official government report published in 
1994 began to do her own research: she 
collected the testimonies and obtained 
and dug the archives in the Dutch 
Institute for the Documentation of the 
War (NIOD) and the archives countries 
of the Netherlands, England, France, the 
United States and Australia. As for the 
Dutch archives, she was accompanied 
by a lawyer. She publishes many articles 
and books on Comfort Women.

T h e  b o o k  P e r m a n e n t  Wa r 2 w a s 
published at the beginning of this year 
2020: it delivers one of the most faithful 
works of the reality and the phenomenon 
of this slavery of the Japanese army of 
the years 1932-45. This is the fruit of 
her efforts despite the obstacles. During 
her research, Molemans observed a 
strange fact: Japanese soldiers paid to 
enter these brothels, but no woman 
received any money; where did these 
funds go? 3

Molemans reveals that even German 
women, an ally of Japan, have been 
abused as sex slaves. Initially, the 
assaults manifested themselves in the 
form of irregular sexual violence by 
Japanese soldiers (Troop 48) against 
German women in the Blora region 
of Dutch Indonesia. Then during the 
months of March to April 1942, twenty 
nine German women and one Hungarian 
were forcibly interned and served as 
comfort women. About a month later, 
these German and Hungarian victims 
could leave the brothel.

According to his revelations, there 
are around 70,000 comfort women 
(including Dutch) in Indonesia’s 
colonial territory alone. Indigenous 
women ( Indonesian, Papua) but 
also Australian, American, Korean, 
Taiwanese and German are among the 
victims.

The true story of 'Comfort Woman' as told 
by Griselda Molemans 

By Jeong Yilang

Ô n. december 2020 www.onomad.club 
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The case in Europe and the reports of Molemans
What do we have to do ?

The case of the Netherlands
I t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t o  c o o p e r a t e 
internationally on this subject in view of 
the many countries concerned. Since 
the installation of the Abe4 and Suga5 

regimes in Japan, the government 
has  den ied the  fac ts  and den ied 
responsibility. The Japanese government 
consciously modified Kono6's statement 
which partially acknowledges for the first 
time the existence of Comfort Women, 
the use of force against their will, as well 
as the intervention of the Japanese state. 
It is precisely in this context that we must 
cooperate with other countries in order to 
put pressure on Japan.
 
As a result, I tried to make contact with 
Griselda Molemans, and she sent me 
some useful documents, fruit of her 
many years of research. I would like to 
interview her, but please be patient. From 
now on, my broadcasts will therefore 
be focused on her research and their 
translation into Korean into French, as 
well as related subjects.
B e f o r e  I  f i n i s h  t h i s  a r t i c l e  a n d 
fo r  su i tab le  fu tu re  b roadcas ts ,  I 
would like to mention three points. 
 
First, it is about the 
term: the word
'Comfort woman'
is very "embellished"
compared to the fact.
This  te rm was in t roduced by  the 
Japanese government for Japanese 
soldiers and one would like to avoid its 
use. The word 'sex slave' can also be 
used, as the internationally recognized 
term is Japanese Military Sexual Slavery.

It is a word that best explains the 
real fact. Nevertheless, the victims 
concerned express their reluctance 
on this word, and prefer the litotic 
expression of "Comforter Woman". 
Does this word perhaps hide their 
suffering and silence of years gone 
by?  We also use the word ' forced 
prost i tu t ion ' ,  I  th ink that  is  not  a 
good term. For the word 'prostitution' 
has an implicit meaning of financial 
compensation for a service, whether 
voluntary or not by women, which is 
the case today. This term also includes 
reciprocity between two people.

Indeed, Molemans often uses this 
term, changing it to "forced" saves 
face. But I will avoid for the reasons 
mentioned earlier, 'compensation’ and 
reciprocity’. In my articles (broadcats) 
either ‘Comfort Woman’ or 'Sex Slave' 
will be used, it will depend on the 
context. Sometimes the word "War 
Comfort Woman" is also used by the 
Japanese government. 

T h i s  t e r m  s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d 
because, like the “war reporter”, 
it has a positive and professional 
connotation. This assimilates the term 
"comfort woman" to a profession, a 
vocation, which one would practice of 
his own free will. Who would dare say 
that a woman runs after war to serve 
a soldier? Note that this is an official 
term of the Japanese military.
  

 
Second, this is my question mark about 
the period in which the existence of these 
women was revealed to the general 
public. I knew about this case when I was 
in my last year of university, so in 1984. 
I did an internship at a women's high 
school and I vividly remember chatting 
with students about these "Comfort 
Women" and "Unit 731's Maruta".

When I had heard this cruelty of truth 
it stuck in my brain, and I had spent 
s leepless nights looking for  more 
information, hence my deep desire 
to "transmit" on to teenage girls. I 
remember recounting at length the 
general barbarism of the Japanese 
colonization of Korea and the fate of 
these women and the marutas. However, 
it is said that it was in 1991 that this 
case first came to the public thanks 
to KIM Hak-Sun. (Since then, I was in 
France, I did not follow Korean news 
well). Where does this gap of at least 7 
years come from? Unfortunately, I have 

no recollection of where or how I got this 
information. The only clue comes from 
my older brother who is two years older 
than me. Back when I was curious, it 
was always through him that I absorbed 
this knowledge that I never could learn in 
school.

Could I solve this riddle by reading 
Griselda Molemans' documents and 
books?
Finally, there must be a reason so that 
YOUN Mi-Hyang keeps the silence on 
these facts. She became an MP, after a 
long career defending these women, to 
claim compensation and have these facts 
recognized by Japan. New information 
regarding this atrocious slavery has been 
updated by Molemans. Shouldn't YOUN 
Mi-Hyang convey this new information to 
the Korean public and claim rights worthy 
of this information? Did she become a 
Member of Parliament to act to become 
a Member of Parliament by this pretext? 
I ask her this question.

*  Passionate about reading and 
political and social news, Jeong 
Yilang 정 이 랑 maintains a YouTube 
channel 띠띠 부리 TITIBULI:
https:/ /www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIrTZUdjQaillRwuCyQkjCw.

This art icle is writ ten primari ly for 
broadcasts  on th is  channel .  I t  i s 
therefore likely that you will find in this 
article a particular communication with 
its subscribers. She will continue to write 
on this topic, including communicating 
with Molemans, and others on cultural, 
political and social topics.

1.Molemans has provided me with his 
personal research documents. She has 
published the facts in numerous articles.
2.A Lifetime of War in English and 
Levenslang Oorlog in Dutch.
3. World war 2 atrocity, New proof in 
'Comfort women', published on Sunday 
Times, November 17, 2019 by Griselda 
Molemans.
4. From December 2012 to September 
2020.
5. Since September 2020.
6. The Kono Declaration took place on 
August 4, 1993. Yohei KONO was not 
the Japanese Prime Minister, he was 
only the Secretary of State
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IF YOU DO'NT TELL,
SOMEONE ELSE WILL TELL
FOR THE OTHERS...

Maiden of Peace with her Golden Bird, Berlin

SKYDOG BERLIN speaks out against 
racism,  d iscr iminat ion and socia l 
injustice
The goal of our SKYDOG is immigrant 
leadership for a better world in Europe.

Samuel Paty, the professor was killed friday October 16 at the 
end of his college in Conflans in France. Abdelhakim Sefrioui, 
this radical Islamist, self-proclaimed imam, catalyzes hatred 
with impunity on French soil. 
In recent months we have been bombarded with horrific 
examples of racism and violence in America that may never 
have come to light without our ability to witness history in 
real time; The deaths of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and 
Breonna Taylor, and the overt racism directed against Christian 
Cooper.
The inequality of treatment in the United States based on sex, 
religion, sexual orientation and other forms of identity must end. 

California passed landmark law that 
could allow blacks and descendants of 
slaves to receive compensation, becoming 
the first U.S. state to do so.

But in a blow to activists, who have long called for such a law, it 
does not guarantee compensation or specify how much people 
will receive. 
Shirley Weber, state assembly member, Democrat representing 
San Diego, who drafted the proposal, added: "California has 
fixed a lot of its problems, but it has yet to accept its role in the 
process. 'slavery. After 400 years, we have the impact. "

California was founded as a Free State, or state where slavery 
was illegal, in 1850, but several laws allowed owners to retain 
slaves as long as they lived there temporarily or purchased the 
slaves before they died. to be State. Slavery became illegal in 
the United States in 1865. (BBC SKYNEWS 1st October 2020)

Ô november 2020 www.onomad.club
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Seventy-five years after the Japanese 
surrender in Southeast Asia, the 
lingering issue of forced prostitution 
remains unresolved. While the 
Japanese government continues to 
deny blame, recent research shows that 
the estimated 500,000 victims represent 
35 countries and city-states. France and 
French Polynesia are part of this list.

Since its invasion of Manchuria in 
1931, nothing has stopped the Imperial 
Japanese Army. Wherever garrisons 
are set up, 'comfort stations' are open: 
brothels under military surveillance 
where young women (Korean, Chinese 
and Taiwanese, euphemistically called 
"comfort women") are forcibly raped by 
Japanese soldiers through an effectively 
deployed system of prostitution.
In the years that followed, the Imperial 
Army extended its domination over 
other European colonies. The first of 
these is Indochina, then under French 
administration. Under pressure from the 
Japanese army command, the French 
government in Vichy gave permission 
to park 6,000 Japanese soldiers on the 
country's northern border with China.

But this agreement shattered in less 
than 24 hours: on September 22, 1940, 
Japanese troops invaded the territory, 
in Lang Son. The French colony then 
consisted of three protectorates: Tonkin 
with Hanoi as its capital, Annam (Hue) 
and Cochin-China (Saigon), plus the 
kingdoms of Cambodia (Pnom Penh) 
and Laos (Vientiane).

Through Admiral Jean Decoux, the 
Vichy government complied with the 
demands of the Japanese and accepted 
all additional requests: 40,000 Japanese 
soldiers would thus be stationed in the 
southern region of Cochin-China; eight 
airports are open near Saigon and naval 
bases built in Saigon Port and Cam 
Ranh Bay. In Cambodia, eight thousand 
soldiers are stationed at military 
bases in Siem Reap, Pnom Penh and 
Kompong Thom. Due to limited strategic 
importance, only a small garrison was 
detached in Laos.

The hidden victims 
of Japanese forced 
prostitution in 
Indochina

Compared to other occupied territories, 
the Japanese military presence 
in Indochina is relatively limited. 
While the Vichy regime remains a 
puppet government, the Kempeitai, 
the Japanese secret police, runs a 
nationwide network of informants 
who keep tabs on French troops and 
residents.
"Comfort stations" are open for 
Japanese soldiers, such as in the 
port town of Nha Trang, located just 

north of Cam Ranh Bay. A Japanese 
officer describes the daily reality: 
“Instead of getting excited, I rather 
had the impression of having entered 
a grotesque world. Standing in line in 
broad daylight, having sex in front of the 
waiting men, then the indelible image 
of men still stepping out with their pants 
half open. Instead of making me a novice 
in sex, of making me feel better, this ritual 
which took place on a treadmill in a tense 
atmosphere, rebuffed me: I backed up...

The aggressive expansion of the 
Imperial Japanese Army and Navy was 
closely watched by the Allied Powers, 
who themselves had to contend with the 
unstoppable advance of the German 
Army in Europe and North Africa.  During 
1941, all of French Indochina was under 
Japanese domination: the protectorates 
of Tonkin, Annam and Cochin-China 
were renamed Annan; the Kingdom of 
Cambodia became Kampujia and the 
Kingdom of Laos was renamed Raosu.
Simultaneously, the invasion of Thailand 
is coordinated from Cam Ranh Bay 
in Indochina and from Hainan Island. 
Japanese troops land on several coastal 
towns on the Kra Isthmus, including 
Singora and Patani, and enter the 
country.
A four-year occupation follows in which 
young women are victims of war crimes 
through forced prostitution. In Indochina, 
but also in Thailand, along the Burma 
Railway, a coercion project led by Allied 
prisoners of war and indigenous workers 
was born.

French Victims of Japanese 
Forced Prostitution

         By Griselda Molemans
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A Dutch prisoner, Gerhardus van der 
Schuyt, manages to make contact with 
one of the young women in the logging 
camp in Linson. At the top of the hill, 
near the labor camp, is the Japanese 
officers camp, where wounded officers 
from the Burmese front are treated. One 
day, a soldier who had to cut wood in 
the area sees a group of young women 
pass by. He starts a conversation with 
one of the Chinese girls: “She worked in 
the kitchen and told me that the Japs had 
forcibly brought young women from British 
Malaysia, Thailand, French Indochina and 
other areas. She herself was "lucky" to be 
able to stay in Linson, but other women 
and girls were sent to the Burmese front. 
There were about 20 comfort women in 
Linson, most of whom were Chinese. ”

When the Allied armies launched a 
counterattack from April 1944, the war 
slowly began to turn. On March 9, 1945, 
in Indochina, the military operation “Meigo 
Sakusen” took place. The Japanese coup 
was aimed at preventing an uprising 
among French colonial forces, with France 
being liberated from German rule in the 
fall of 1944; and Allied Army troops are 
now approaching Southeast Asia.
Scattered throughout the colony, all the 
French garrisons were invaded. Along 
the east coast, fighting is taking place in 
Saigon, Hanoi, Haiphong, Nha Trang and 
along the northern border with China.

Strategically located and protected by a 
series of defenses, Lang Son is home to 
French and native inhabitants, including 
Annamese and Chinese stuck. In the 
violence of the fighting, a young Franco-
Tahitian woman is dragged into a storage 
room by four Japanese soldiers. One of 
them rapes her in front of his colleagues. 
After the surrender of the French garrison, 
the Japanese troops assemble all the 
inhabitants. They execute a large number 
of soldiers and rape French women for 
several days in farms and “playhouses” 
(small houses with separate rooms for 
sexual relations).

In a nearby cave complex, a group of 
French and Vietnamese women are held 
captive and then transferred to the Hôtel 
des Trois Maréchaux. Among them are two 
French sisters. On the orders of Japanese 
Lieutenant Watanabe, a subordinate takes 
the girls to the building of the confiscated 
residence. The next day, they are raped by 
a Japanese major and captain. In the chaos, 
Japanese soldiers take a group of young 
Annamese women who live with French 
soldiers. Their destination is a traveling 
brothel in the coastal region of Tien Yen: 
young women are forced to obey the soldiers 
stationed on the ground. Indigenous women 
are forced into prostitution in several regions.

A French mother and 
daughter who fled Lang Son 
are arrested by Japanese 
soldiers and abused along the 
way. After the mother was 
killed, the soldiers assaulted 
the girl several times.

To the west, along the border 
with China, in Hoàng Su Phì, 
Japanese lieutenant Shinichi 
Furukawa imprisoned 
two French women in a 
government building: a 
14-year-old girl and her 
19-year-old sister, two months 
pregnant.  After having raped 
the elder, he leaves the young 
women as spoils of war for 
the regiments which approach.

French military prisoners of war must 
watch helplessly as the two young women 
are dragged out of the building. In a 
guarded room of a military post, where 
there are two beds, they are raped for 
several days by a group of fifty soldiers. 
Two months later, Furukawa executes 
the older girl to prevent her from testifying 
against him. His colleague Taketsubo kills 
his sister.

Immediately after the invasion of 
Indochina, General Tsuchihashi 
established three client states: the 
kingdoms of Vietnam, Kampuchea, 
and Laos. Its 38th Imperial Army, which 
comprises 55,000 soldiers, is supported 
by a number of naval units. The brothel 
system introduced in the Vietnam region 
since the occupation of September 1940 
is still operating at full capacity.
Kampuchea formally enjoys a special 
status since the young king Norodom 
Sihanouk declared the independence of his 
kingdom on March 9, 1945, at the request 
of the Japanese army command which 
quickly opened a consulate in Pnom Penh.
In Laos, strategically the least important of 

the three states, the French administration 
is in the process of being completely 
dismantled. In order to use the territory 
as a buffer zone, Japanese troops are 
deployed to a number of towns along the 
Mekong River, including Thakhaek and 
the capital Vientiane.

While the battalion commander Kyozo 
Yamaki orders his men not to go out at 
night, to pay everything and not to rape 
the women, the commander Masanori 
Sako tries to convince the indigenous 
population by a speech wanting to be 
reassuring on the Japanese aims :
“It is not in our objective to occupy Laos. 
We are your comrades and sympathize 
with you. At the same time, we are both 
Buddhist and Yellow peoples. Let’s work 
together to achieve independence for 
Laos. ”
Nevertheless, the Japanese forcibly use 
Laos for work and sexual comfort. In the 
meantime, the Allied troops are gaining 
more and more ground. Two secret 
weapons are developed in an American 
research laboratory: a uranium bomb and 
a plutonium bomb. When the Japanese 
secret order to use the shobun (killing all 
prisoners of war and civilians) is disclosed, 
the two bombs are transferred to the islet 
of Tinian.

On August 6, 1945, “Little Boy” exploded 
over Hiroshima, followed by “Fat 
Man” over Nagasaki on August 9. The 
apocalyptic destruction of these cities did 
not prevent the American government 
from bombing, the following days, other 
Japanese cities including Koromo and 
Nagoya, with conventional bombs. On 
August 15, Emperor Hirohito announced 
the unconditional surrender of his army 
and navy.
Justice for the victims in Indochina did 
not come after the war. The evidence was 
forwarded to the International Military 
Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Tribunal), 
which was modeled on the International 
Military Tribunal (Nuremberg trial). They 
did not result in a conviction. This also 
applies to the Saigon Military Court.
With the last "comfort women" still alive, 
the question is whether France will seek 
justice in Japan for its own victims.

© Griselda Molemans
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STATUE 'COMFORT GIRL' IN BERLIN
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THE GERMAN ‘COMFORT 
WOMEN’ OF WORLD WAR II

By Griselda Molemans

SKYDOG BERLIN

When the Sixteenth Japanese Army landed on 
Java - the main island of the Dutch East Indies’
colony - on the night of February 28, 1942, a 
group of German women and girls in the Blora
region could not escape methodical rape. By 
then, the Japanese army system of forced 
prostitution had been up and running for ten 
years in all conquered areas.

Since the invasion of Manchuria and China, the 
Japanese army command had ordered the
opening of army brothels under strict regulations: 
to prevent rape, curb the spread of sexually
transmitted diseases and to keep the troops 
contented. Despite these rules, Japanese soldiers
continued raping young women, particularly 
when invading new territories.

In the region of Blora, East Java, soldiers of the 
48th Unit acted as shock troops. On March 2,
they drove a group of German men, women and 
girls into a private home. All the Dutch citizens
who were taken prisoner were locked in an 
apartment at the emergency hospital, together 
with a Hungarian doctor. Although Germany 

and Hungary were Axis powers, citizens of these 
countries were considered ‘friendly enemies’ by 
Japan. Which sealed the fate of all these women.
They were raped day and night, as several 
victims stated after the war. ‘It was a mass, 
non-stop rape, with no victim getting rest. In 
the private house, the German husbands were 
locked up in a room with a window with bars. 
The Japanese ushered the German women into 
a room across from them and raped them in the 
face of their respective spouses.’

After the 30 German women and girls were 
moved to the apartment, this building functioned
as an army brothel. ‘Japs who needed a woman 
came by every day. Women were grabbed and
raped in a room, on the lawn, in the gallery and 
often in the presence of the others.’
‘One of the Japs even dragged a woman out of 
the bathroom after kicking in the door. Some of 
the women were raped 19 times a day. It was 
terrifying. Mothers were raped in the presence 
of their daughters. Even a thirteen-year-old girl 
suffered this fate. There were Japanese visitors 
raping the women day and night. It simply 

wouldn’t stop.'

When one of the women, a German mission 
school teacher, is permitted to leave the brothel 
she approaches the Chinese doctor Liem Kiong 
Wan for help. Liem knows exactly what is 
happening in the building: immediately after the 
invasion, the Japanese captain Miwa, looking 
for living space for his troops, ordered him to 
'reserve an apartment where European women 
and children could be accommodated because all 
the men would be led away as POW’s.'
Liem, who was not arrested by the troops 
because of his legal status as an ‘Oriental 
foreigner’ suggested the doctor's apartment. 
The sexual abuse started a day later, with 
Captain Miwa participating, the Chinese doctor 
testified after the war. ‘I did not have access to 
this apartment, but when I was standing on the 
property with the mission school teacher, Miwa 
called me.’ When Liem asks the Japanese officer 
to end the situation, Miwa orders all abused 
women to appear.

In Berlin, a recently revealed statue of a Korean ‘Comfort Girl’ 
has caused great commotion.

While the local authorities scramble to take a stand in the 
ongoing controversy regarding the Japanese war crime of forced 

prostitution, Germany itself appears to be involved.
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Imamura flat-out denied that the rape was non-
stop and declined any responsibility: "The 
occupation of the conquered territories was 
carried out by the army on behalf of Emperor 
Hirohito as the commander in chief, not as 
head of the government. For these matters the 
Minister of War was responsible as a member 
of the Imperial Headquarters.’ With this 
important statement, Imamura indicated that 
the responsibility for the establishment of army 
brothels rested at government level.
As Imamura was acquitted, all court records and 
testimonies were put aside. Next, the evidence
was locked away in Dutch archives until 2026. 
Only in 1992 the Dutch government was forced 
to conduct archival research as Jan Ruff-O’Herne 
identified as a Dutch ‘comfort woman’, followed 
by several other victims.

The official Dutch report from 1994 states that 
"with certainty 65 Dutch women have been 
victims of forced prostitution, possibly 300". The 
numbers are not based on conclusive research, 
but on a reverse method: only the post-war cases 
involving the victims who had come forward
were mentioned in the report.
The Dutch government’s fear was that possibly 
thousands of victims – both citizens and subjects 
–
who had the courage to reveal themselves would 
have had to be paid a war compensation. This
questionable approach also meant that all non-
Dutch victims in the archipelago remained 
hidden: Korean, Taiwanese, British and 
Australian ‘comfort women’ alongside American 
nurses who were kidnapped in the Philippines, 
ending up in army brothels in Dutch New 
Guinea.
Plus ofcourse the group of German victims. 75 
years after the Second World War ended, the full
facts about the Japanese war crime of forced 
prostitution still haven’t come to light.

© GRISELDA MOLEMANS
Griselda Molemans is an investigative reporter 
and documentary maker. She recently published
A Lifetime of War which reveals the real scope 
of Japanese forced prostitution between 1932 
and 1945.
. 

He asked if they could point out the guilty 
soldiers. Since that was quite impossible, he 
took no further action. The next day, the victims 
were separated: the German citizens and the 
Hungarian doctor were moved to a hospital 
pavilion, which was christened ‘German camp’. 
The abuse of the Dutch women and girls 
continued. ‘I wasn’t allowed to visit them’, 
Liem testified. ‘I only had access to the German 
women and could bring them food.’

The German women and girls, abused non-stop 
for a month, were set free afterwards. The Dutch
women and children were transported to an 
internment camp in Semarang. Although some
representatives of the Dutch local administration 
(‘Binnenlands Bestuur’) were aware of the 
constant abuse, they had offered no help out of 
fear of the Kempeitai, the Japanese SS.
Elsewhere on Java, German women were 
rounded up and interned together with Dutch 
women.

The Japanese army command applied the same 
principle for every internment camp: by starving
everyone, they tried to lure the women to work 
in a Japanese brothel.
Young European and Eurasian women, for 
whom the highest rate was paid, were reserved 
for the Japanese military. German military 
personnel visiting Java had to settle for native 
girls. When there were not enough white women 
working in the brothels, Japanese officers visited 

the internment camps to select a woman of their 
choice for themselves. Or as a German merchant 
officer put it:
‘It was the ambition of every Japanese officer to 
have either a Dutch or German mistress in order
to strengthen his racial awareness."

In spite of all the evidence, there was hardly any 
sympathy for the victims after the Japanese
cap i tu la t ion  on  Augus t  15 ,  1945 , .  The 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East 
(Tokyo Tribunal) – modeled after the Nuremberg 
Trials - was presented the materials in 1946. 
It did not lead to a conviction.The preparatory  
documents indicated the following: ‘A massacre 
of male personnel occurred in Blora, apparently 
in connection with the demolition of the local 
oil fields. Women were not killed, but raped 
several times in the presence of the commanding 
officer. ‘In 1948, General Imamura Hitoshi and 
Lieutenant General Okazaki Seisaburo were 
indicted during a court-martial in Batavia, 
Java: 'The frequent and repeated rape, forcing 
a number of women of European nationality 
into intercourse with the soldiers of the 48th 
Division’. Seisaburo denied everything. "I 
think the statements about the rape of women 
in Blora are exaggerated. Rape was the crime 
most warned about in the Japanese army; and 
according to a testimony, a Japanese
commander himself said that a perpetrator could 
be shot dead after identification.’

IF YOU DO'NT TELL
SOMEONE ELSE 

WILL TELL 
FOR THE OTHERS

CHUNG Gohsran
in charge of 
communications 
"Comfort Girl" 
Statue of Berlin 
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